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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Claims 1 9-21 , 26-27, 29-37 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected species, there being no allowable 
generic or linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on August 
25, 2005. 

Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the T-shaped 
extrusions, the circular C-shaped base must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from 
the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121 (d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
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Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 22-25, 28, 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

The claim(s) are narrative in form and replete with indefinite and functional or 
operational language. The structure which goes to make up the device must be clearly 
and positively specified. The structure must be organized and correlated in such a 
manner as to present a complete operative device. The claim(s) must be in one 
sentence form only. Note the format of the claims in the patent(s) cited. 

4. Claim 22 recites the limitation "the bottom" in line 2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

5. Claim 22 recites the limitation "the top" in line 2. There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. 

6. Claim 22 recites the limitation "the base" in line 2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

7. Claim 23 recites the limitation "the slide brackets" in line 1 . There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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8. Claim 23 recites the limitation "the C-extrusion cavity" in line 2. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

9. Claim 24 recites the limitation "the slide brackets" in line 1 . There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

10. Claim 24 recites the limitation "the cavity" in line 2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

1 1 . Claim 24 recites the limitation "the C-extrusion" in line 2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

12. Claim 25 recites the limitation "the base" in line 1. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

13. Claim 25 recites the limitation "the slide brackets" in line 1 . There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

14. Claim 25 recites the limitation "the C-extrusion" in line 2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

1 5. Claim 28 recites the limitation "the T-shape face" in line 1 . There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

16. Claim 28 recites the limitation "the slide bracket" in line 1. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

17. Claim 28 recites the limitation "the rod holders" in lines 1-2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

18. Claim 38 recites the limitation "the single ridge" in line 1. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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1 9. Claim 38 recites the limitation "the base" in line 1 . There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

20. Claim 38 recites the limitation "the slide bracket" in line 1 . There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

21 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

22. Claims 22-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Macaluso. 

The patent to Macaluso shows a slide bracket in Fig. 5 having a T-shaped extrusion 32, 
66, 68, 70, with a circular base 42, 44, with a single ridge 48 on the bottom and a set 
screw 52, 56 on the top of the base. Macaluso shows one slide bracket, but it would 
have been obvious to have more than one for multiplied effect. See In Harza, 124 
USPQ 378. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

23. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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24. Claims 25, 28, 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by 
Macaluso. 

The patent to Macaluso shows a single ridge 48 on the base 42, 44 of the slide bracket 
for the purpose of retaining a particular position within the C-extrusion. The T-shape 
face of the slide bracket enables the attachment of the rod holders and other 
accessories. 

Conclusion 

25. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The patents to Boldia, Cummings, Miller, Shearer, Emory, 
McCann, Maudlin, Adams, Byford, and Fickett show other rod holders and fishing rod 
attachments . 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kurt Rowan whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
6893. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 6:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter Poon can be reached on (571 ) 272-6891 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 1 j if) 
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Primary Examiner 
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